
All Saints Day 

My dear Friends,  

Our Church calendar this coming weekend sees two very special days. Sunday 1st November is All Saints Day, 
a feast which has existed in the world wide church since at least the 4th century. All Hallows, as it is also 
called, recalls all, known and unknown who are redeemed and now in heaven. Early church communities 
particularly wanted to remember those who were martyred for their faith, often too many to be recalled by 
name. As the centuries passed and the Church grew in strength and number throughout Europe different 
countries marked All Saints on various days and with local customs. However by around 740 AD with the 
consecration of All Saints Chapel in St Peter’s Rome 1st of November became the set date. The dedication of 
All Saints is the second most popular in Churches in England, we in Wales have so many of our own Saints to 
recall.  

The other day we mark is the Commemoration of All Souls which falls on the 2nd November. This was first 
used to pray for members of religious orders who had died but was extended to include all the faithful 
departed. All Souls College, Oxford and All Souls, Langham Place are two famous dedications. Priests and 
people pray for the repose of those who have gone before us with thanksgiving and hope.  

Normally on Sunday in our churches we would joyously be singing ‘For all the Saints’, with flowers at the Altar 
and white and gold vestments adorning our sanctuaries. We would remember the example and perseverance 
of all those holy women and men who bravely brought the light of the Gospel to us in past times. The 
following day we would be in more solemn mood with black or purple vestments for our Services of Requiem. 
Many of us would be reciting the names of our departed loved ones and former worshippers and benefactors 
of our parishes. This year neither holy day can take place in the usual fashion.  

I know many of you will turn to your prayer books and read the Collects and Bible Readings for these two 
occasions. Others will go online to do the same. Perhaps you might have your own tradition at home where 
you might light a candle to remind you of the Saints and your own loved ones. This I know has particular 
relevance to those who have lost loved ones in the past year and feel that you have not been able to mourn 
or grieve under our present circumstances. For my part on Monday I shall go through my diary of the last 
twelve months and recall all those whose funerals I have had the privilege to conduct. I shall pray for them 
and their families.  

The world in Wales at this time is mainly oblivious to the real significance of these days. Halloween has in 
recent years become second only to Christmas in importance in commercial terms for our retailers. This year 
that will be different too. Those of you with children at home or grandchildren who you FaceTime or chat 
with on the phone might take the opportunity to tell them of the background to their celebrations and recall 
some of the traditional customs which can be done safely and happily at home 

 We know there is darkness and sorrow in the world but the message of the Saints is that the light and joy 
will conquer. We need to be strong in faith as those who lived the life of Christian discipleship before us. They 
often had great privations and opposition but nevertheless came through their struggles. In another hymn 
we sing,  

‘Jesu thy name we bless and humbly pray that we May follow them in holiness who lived and died for thee.’ 

Best wishes and prayers  
Stewart  

The Reverend Canon Stewart Lisk,  
Vicar of Roath and Area Dean of Cardiff.  


